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New York State Department of Environmental Conservation - -

John P. Cahill
Commissioner

July 26, 1999

Mr. Takashi Inoue, President
Spy Lake Corporation

285 Greeley Avenue

Sayville, New York 11782-2303

RE:

Piseco Lake Dam; #156B-615

Dear Mr. Inoue:

Thisvletter is a follow up to the July 16, 1999 letter that you received regarding the above
referenced dam.

There are two items in that letter I would like to address.

L

The boards installed in the spillway are referred to as flashboards. The term
flashboards is often used to refer to boards placed in the spillway to raise the
water level. Please be aware that flashboards are actually designed to “trip” when

‘the reservoir level reaches a certain height. The boards installed in Piseco Lake

Dam would be considered “stoplogs”. The difference being that stoplogs will not

 trip/fail in the event of high water. This is important since flashboards are usually
designed to trip at a certain water level in order to prevent overtopping arrd

erosion of erodible portions of the dam during the spillway design flood.

Finding No. 4 and the summary section of the letter states that a minimum

- freeboard of one foot, as measured from the top of the boards to the top of the

dam, should be maintained. Current safety criteria for spillway design for an
existing low hazard (Class “A”) structure is actually the ability to pass the 100
year storm without overtopping the dam.

Since there is no record concerning the design of this dam, I would recommend
that a hydrologic/hydraulic evaluation of the dam be undertaken to verify that the
spillway is properly sized. Should this evaluation determine that the spillway

-capacity is inadequate, appropriate repair or modification may be needed.




Before any repairs to the dam are made, appropriate permits may be needed. Help is
available by contacting the DEC permit administrator at Region 5, Route 86, Ray Brook, New
York 12977, (518) 891-1370. -

If you have any have any questions or would like to discuss this matter, please feel free to
contact me at (518) 457-0836. : 1

Sincerely,

Stephéén/ ’ ‘

Senior Engineer
Bureau of Flood Protection

cc:  R.'Amedon, Town Superviser
. D. Ford, Fish & Game Club
DEC Ranger John Seift
B. Parslow, Caretaker
D. Fontana, Water

SL/te
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Before any repairs to the dam are made, appropriate permits may be needed. Help is
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New York State Department of Env:ronmental Conserv

Division of Water

Bureau of Flood Protection, Room 388

50 Wolf Road, Albany, New York 12233-3507
Phone: (518) 457-3157 - FAX: (518)485-7786
 Website: www.dec.state.ny.us

August 5, 1999

Mr. Takashi Inoue, President
Spy Lake Corporation

285 Greeley Avenue

Sayville, NY 11781-2303

Mr. Richard Amadan
- Town Supervisor
Town of Arietta
Piseco, NY 12139
RE: Piseco Lake Dam: #156B-615

Dear Sirs:

ation ‘

John P. Cahill
Commissioner

Concerns have been raised with the installation of boards in the Piseco Lake Spillway. 1
have had recent conversations regarding this issue with Mr. Amadon and Mr. Inoue. I have

received the enclosed letter dated July 29, 1999 from Mr. Inoue.

In response, I am providing this letter about the Piseco Lake Dam.

1. Our records indicate that the dam is a class “A”, low hazard structurg. -

2. The dam was rehabilitated about 30 years ago. This Office has no r¢cord of the design or
modification to the dani. A permit for construction of the dam at that time is not believed
to have been obtained. Therefore, there is no “approved” configuration for the spillway.

3. Installation and removal of the timbers in the spillway is an operational feature which we

do not regulate. Apparently, the process has been done for many y

This Office does not make determinations about water rights in term

S.

s of disagreements

between owners; that is a question for the Courts. I do recommend that a thorough operation and.

maintenance plan for the dam be developed.




An operations plan should include a schedule for inspection and monitoring of the dam.
Routine maintenance activities should also be included. Dates and safe procedures for the
installation and removal of the boards should be set. Enclosed is a copy of NYSDEC “An
Owners Guidance Manual For the Inspection and Maintenance of Dams in New York State”.
The report contains information on developing an effective operations plan

Sincerely,

Stephen Len

Senior Engineer

Bureau of Flood Protection
SL:jb
cc: Randy Galusha

Page 2.




Sny Lake Corporation

285 Greeley Avenue ~ Sayville, NY 11782-2303
Phone (516)563-1432 ~ Fax (516) 21,_:_‘;“4:8952\:\,-& -

4 %
o, 0
o LML 3 July 20, 1999
Fload g?o't;ea !
o Bur. NYSpgp 5/
Mr. Stephen Len, Senior Engineer | ok
Bureau of Flood Protection, Room 388 L

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12233-3507

Dear Mr. Len,

Enclosed is a copy of the letter | wrote to Mr. Dominic Fontana regarding the
Piseco Outlet Dam. | have some safety concern due to the curment method of
operation of the dam. ' ‘ ' '
I was at the property in the summer of 1998. At that time|l withessed how
recklessly the Town of Arietta operated the dam. There were rginy days on which
‘the water level of Piseco Lake became too high for the people around the lake to
keep their boats in place. The Town of Arietta responded to the|complaints to
adjust the water level by opening the dam. They, with a backhog, lifted the
I-beams that lie across to support the flash boards. This action ppened the entire
dam at one time. The flash boards were washed away and the ater was
gushing out of the dam at a tremendous rate. Looking at it, | wals sure that if
- someone were downstream would have been washed away by the sudden strong
current of the river. Northville which is located about thirty miles downstream,
- called the town of Arietta to find out what was causing the suddgn high level of
water. Please be aware that the dam controls about 1.5 billion gallons of water in
the matter of bays. Common sense tells me that the dam operator must notify
- villages downstream before the dam is fully opened to let that amount of water go
at once. It seemed to me that this event resulted from lack of dam operating
knowledge and skills. | also noticed, through this experience, haw difficult it is to
control the flow of water in a gradual and safe manner using a flash board type
- dam in certain situations such as this. | do not think that it should be authorized
to use flash boards to block the water not because of the strength, but because of
" its inferior capability in controlling the flow of water in a precise ahd controlled
manner. | have two sons, 18 and 8 years old who often are dowhstream from the
dam. | hate to think what would have happened to them if they Were there at the

- there might not be one in the future. As the owner of the dam a




downstream, | don't believe the dam should be operated under|current
conditions. As we all know, safety and environmental issues should never be

taken lightly. | am looking foreword to hearing from you soon. ‘_

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~ Takas

hi Inoue, president




Sy Lake Corporation

285 Greeley Avenue ~ Sayviile, NY 11782-2303
Phone (516)563-1432 ~ Fax (516) 218-0896

Mr. Dominic Fontana

Department of Environmental Conservatlon
"PO Box 296 Rt. 86 ‘
' Ray Brook, NY 12977

Dear Mr. Fontana,

June 21, 1999

Spy Lake Corporation, three years ago, acquired the prOperty along Brg Bay Pisecq and the Piseco Outlet,

- about 1000 acres of land and water.
~ There is one dam on the company's propeﬂy near the Piseco Outlet and Rt
operated by the town of Arietta. The dam is open and shut every year to control the
Lake for the recreational purpose of the people who live around the lake.

10. The dam is
water level of Piseco

- It has been found that the Piseco Qutiet dam shuts- off the flow of water completely untit the water
flows over the wooden boards in the dam. It takes about two weeks for water to flow again. During the
two week period the water is still on both sides of the dam, upstream and downstream. - As a matter of
fact, there is very little water downstream without the fliow which results in unnaturally elevated water
temperature. It is also noticed that this practice of operating the dam creates a hostile environment for
some fish to live. Itis believed that this repeated assault to the natural environment each and every year
should draw the immediate attention and action of the DEC. Please be aware that directly downstream of
the dam is 400 acres of environmentally sensitive wetlands and the head waters of the West Branch

Sacandaga River, Classified as a wild river.
it is understood that, according to local people famiilar with the dam that th

exisling dam was

built by the Piseco Fish and Game Club around 1969 without a permit. It is also un erstood that the use

of wood boards is not authorized as part of the dam to block water.

Please investigate the matter regarding the dam from an environmental poxmt of view aswellasa
- legal one. Please make a written report of the findings about the dam. Also please|include in-the report
what must be done to the dam itself and Its operation to meet the regulations and requirements of New

York State. Thank you for your cooperation. .
Please send the report to: ' -
Spy Lake Corporation
285 Greeley Avenue
Sayville, NY 11782.

Sincerely,

Takashi Inoue, President
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; 'complainb herein. K

Harry V. Borsf_. A

- .':.'_ derendant. International Paper Gompany, havins d.uly come

" on to be tried by the court without a jury at|a trial

term of .thie Supreme Oour'a held in snd ror the Gounty of

R '}--Fuuon, at. the Oourt House in the City or Jo

| ."Fulton county, New York, on the 30th day of A ril, 1950.

.:"land. the all.egations and proofs of the parties havms
been’ hearo.,and. the partiea hereto’ having st.ipulated. m

/.. . open’court, that findings night be enfered in this sotion

”"'"aa hereinarter found; How, aftez' hearins Haqrry V. Borat,

"?noPnuuys and c. E. Fitzgerald,, Esq_.. ror the_defendant,

4 STATE OF Nh( YORK | SUPREME COURT | NAMILTON COUNIY

Pl4intiff

The 1ssues. or racb raised by the answex' 'ar ths

town,

attomey 111 person, for the ylaintiff, and Hon James

Ideoid.e and find as followss ' . . =
FINDINGS OF FACTS T o k
L. That the plaintifs since the 2yth d.ay or Auguap
1924 has 'been ang, now 15 the owner of oertain and.s and.
premises deacri‘bed. in paragraph num'bered. "8" of the ‘

-2, Tha‘o the defend.ant now is und for mora than

' thirty years ;paat hus been the owner of lot 15, Oxbow Traot,

:_Hamj_lton count,y, Negr York on whiqh is looated. d.am aoross
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: ,'the d.erand.ant 15 a‘olq to oloae' the seme and.'
".-_5of the wat‘.er of said. 1ake. Y e

3 .Ausust, 1.924 the defend.ant at all Beasona .of
.aaid. dam and. has covered. ;oarts of tha beaoh...iif"’,” 1t 0f 't
= properby o:f' t.he plainbi:t‘f and. that. the plaint 1r.f.' :t‘or the
'the aroresaid. reason has’ been prevented. i‘rom at timea ‘
,. using all of said. 'beaoh. ‘ ' P

| 3 ut.le have maintained. aam dam u;pon and. aoroq\s the outlet or
y 913900 Iake for 'ohirty years past which dam has 'oaen of
. the Bame or a 31'9“91' height than the preeent d-*-‘-'11- N

‘flowed bhe premises alleged. in the complaint to ‘be owned. by
, . the ;plaint.irr to the aame or a greater extenh and. oaused. bhe
SR Bame or a greater o'bstruction to the f’low or t;he mter between

' ‘:,3';'_ That. at various bimes since

t@ev""zotht-‘?of_

That. the d.erend.an'o and. 1bs ]»red.ecesaors 1n ’

R - TR Thab said dam and t,he waf.er therein have over-

the lst day of October and t.he 25’oh day oi' tble rollowing June '4 -':-"
of eacb. year durins said peq.od. IR
| 6o That ‘the d.erendant ha.s durins said. ‘times neld.
and en,joyed conbinuously aa:L rigzt under & o!.aim oﬂ bit.le
adverse to the ) laintirf and. ‘all, of.her pers and. d,qrins
all of said tim?s used said qight without Pin anqe‘ i‘rom g
persons owning ?nd ocoupying the prem:l.sea Pow ocou‘;pied. by
the plaintiff and that at a.'l.l times t.b.e d.e{.‘emp.ant heretofqre
raised and lowered the level of sald lake and| caused an _
o‘bstruotion to the wat;er in the out,lef. of said lake high,er; .
then the sill of aaid present dam. | C
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possession the right tq maintain said. dam at
Piseoo Lake and to raiae ‘the ‘wa

lst dey of Ootp‘ber ofaach xear to 'ohe lsb aay ;

. ..."

bhe following ear to thashqight bha.t the wat ',
raise_d. at’the ?resent ‘tizie, whioh "is‘ aix_ feet ar

1nch above the ‘bottom 8111 of t.he Pmaenu dam-'"
t'he defendant Has also aoquirad by

agiverse po 4 881
mt. to raise f,he water 1n Piaeoo Lake ; om 4'the'
«»18‘ vday of xay 1n eaob year f.o .t,he asth day “op Juhe o,
‘ the V'same year in g0 rar a8 the 'vsam‘e.‘.' 18 x."ait_aed;' 'bythe
maln‘téz_}gnde ior"‘eaiqgaamfaaa msun_.'piﬂ‘g fron the commenospent
or tha ;emoval ?f the :planke ot said. dam ‘on f't'j, .e :I..g_tf'
oruagor qéah‘_ yeai: and the removal ‘or_ the pl ziks rrom
'.said dam on the lst daw of May of eaoh year a' may'aee"
best to the derendant and the removal or all

employees and. agents rrom closing said. dam and raiains'

the water or Piaeco Lake from the 25th d.ay or :une 0;
_eaob. year. o the lat aay of chto'ber of -the sam :
and. also perpetually en,joininq said derendant.,
employeea. agents rrom closim said. da.m d.nd. rai

waters of Piseco I.ake rrom tb.e 181; day of May qf' each year
to the rollowing 25th day of Jtm

e,

Bar exoeyt,

o of the same y

:,:"aa aaid. dam may be olosed and. he wa‘her or qaid Piaeoo
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further perpetualiﬁnj oim,ng the cbrendant :

3. ‘ That the plaintirr is entit

aotion to 'be tamed.. O PO UL ,
That Judgment 'be entered. 1n oonrormit.y-

with thia decision,




