TOWN OF ARIETTA

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Old Piseco Road

Piseco, NY 12139

Public Hearing Dated:
Monday September 12, 2016- 6:00 P.M.
Piseco Community Hall
Minutes  - Town of Arietta Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order by Chairman Frank Sczerzenie at 6:00 PM. 

Members present: Frank Sczerzenie, Chairman    Bill Hotaling   Chris Laver   Tim Morris   Secretary Marie Buanno     Zoning Officer Mel LaScola
Members absent:  Kevin Dorr
Others present:  Bill Hodge    Al Johnson    Bill Edwards
Case #1604 –   Brian and Susan Lenny submitted a variance application as they wish to construct an addition to their camp at 909 Old Piseco Rd. which is not in compliance with Section #5.030 of the Town of Arietta Codes Book.  The code states “A minimum setback of one hundred (100) feet from the shoreline is required for all structures in excess of one hundred (100) square feet except docks”.  Mel LaScola denied the permit based on that code.
Frank Sczerzenie wanted it noted that Bill Hotaling has pointed out that it appears Code # 11.010 Paragraph A, Subsection 3 also pertains to this project.  It stipulates certain requirements in the case where shoreline setbacks are a concern.  Mel LaScola disagreed.  He said it is a non-conforming lot but it is pre-existing so this does not get taken into account.  They are not increasing the non-conformity and everyone agreed they still need a variance because of the 100 ft. shoreline setback.
Al Johnson from Vogel Construction representing the Lennys answered questions of the ZBA members.  He said the addition will not be closer than the 25 ft. required setback.  They are purposely going off the one side to comply with that.  He noted that the rear will be four feet higher than it is now.  The finished height will be 34 feet 2 1/2 inches.  They wanted to be able to have access to the attic without pull down stairs.  A JIF has been submitted to the APA but the results have not been received.  A JIF was approved last year by the APA to demolish the camp and rebuild in the same footprint but because of the cost they decided to go with a remodel and addition.  The lakeside enclosed area is not changing.  They have engineered plans for a septic system upgrade.  It is not DOH approved yet.  They will be going from four bedrooms to three bedrooms plus a laundry room.  The well was drilled about one year ago without thinking into the future. The properties are very tight in that area.   Mel LaScola has no problem with the project as long as it gets APA and DOH approval.  Bill Hotaling said he was not planning on voting to approve with the height proposal presented.  Al Johnson asked that the variance be approved contingent on no height increase.  He will work with them about a height change as he doesn’t want to wait another month.
Public comment was asked for.  Bill Hodge as trustee for Hodge Podge Lodge is concerned about the septic system.  He feels his well may be on the same vein as the Lenny well.  He wanted to know what the guidelines were for well/septic placement.  He was told horizontally 100 ft. from the leech field.  The leech field is between the two camps.  Mel said the same scenario exists with other camps along the same area.  Al Johnson reiterated that the well is new and every precaution has been taken to ensure its purity.  Bill Hodge said he would be fine with the project if DOH approves it.  He feels for the most part he is in favor of the project.
Bill Edwards said he takes exception to the fact that the height is being questioned.  He feels if they had demolished and rebuilt they could have gone two stories with it.  The height requirement maximum is 40 ft.  He was told the camp would have had to be built 100 ft. from the lake in order to do that.  Also, this project did not seek a variance for the height.  Al Johnson indicated they did not want to wait another month for a variance on what was presented and is willing to sacrifice the height to obtain a variance tonight.  Bill Edwards felt the ZBA was being very picky about such a small difference in height.
The vote will be on the original plans presented pursuant to septic approval by the DOH and the APA.  The variance being voted on is just for a setback variance and nothing for height.
Ayes: Hotaling, Laver, Morris and Sczerzenie.  The variance was granted in a 4 – 0 vote.  Chairman Sczerzenie noted this will be submitted to the APA and they have 30 days to respond.  Case closed.
Respectfully Submitted
Marie C. Buanno

