TOWN OF ARIETTA
in
HAMILTON COUNTY, NY
toa@townofarietta.com

1722 State Route 8
PO Box 37
Piseco, NY 12139
TEL: (518) 548-3415 FAX: (518) 548-6203
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Agenda

January 5, 2026
5 pm at Piseco Common School
Town of Arietta

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

Motion to approve minutes for the December 29, 2025, meeting

Resolutions
> 26-01-01 Organizational
> 26-01-02 Procurement Policy
> 26-01-03 Investment Policy
» 26-01-04 Brennan Memorial Agreement

Snowmeobile Trails — Grier

Town Buildings / Grounds - Stobo

Recreation / Website / Campsite — Wilt/Smith

Lake / Dam / Cemetery - Smith

Finance / Airport / Internal Management / Insurance - Rhodes
Superintendent / Building and Grounds Report /Parks & Recreation— Small
Codes and Zoning — Lascola

Old Business
» Signs

New Business _
> Annual Review of Financial Records at the January 20, 2026, Meeting

Motion to accept the bills

Motion to accept financial statements

Public Comment

Designation of next Meeting Tuesday, January 20, 2026
Motion to adjourn



TOWN OF ARIETTA

At aregular meeting of the Arietta Town Board at the Piseco Common School on 1722 State Route 8 in the
Town of Arietta, Hamilton County, New York, on:

January 5, 2026
Resolution # 26-01-01
Subject: Organizational Meeting of the Arietta Town Board for the Year 2026

Resolution Offered By:

WHEREAS: the Town Board of Arietta will approve and/or establish the following appointments and
designations:

Chris Rhodes ~~------ Purchasing Agent

Chris Rhodes -------- Budget Officer

Christy Wilt --------- Deputy Supervisor

Mel LaScola ~-=~=n=-- Code Enforcement Officer

Mel LaScola--------- Building/Safety Inspector

Brad Parslow-------- Deputy Building/Safety Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Marie Buanno------- Animal Control Officer

Marie Buanno------- Registrar of Vital Statistics

Dana Ordway ------- Deputy Tax Collector
Dana Ordway ------- Deputy Town Clerk
William Hotaling---Town Historian

Joyce Page----------- Justice Clerk

Craig Small---------- Refuse & Recyclable Foreman

Craig Small---------- Safety Coordinator

Craig Small---------- Parks & Recreation, Grounds & Buildings

Matthew Wilt ------- Deputy Highway Superintendent
All town employees, as well as elected and appointed officials, will be paid biweekly.
All town equipment and property will be identified and labeled as such.

The regular monthly meetings of the Town Board will be held on the first and third Monday of each month at

5:00 pm unless otherwise noted, and all bills will be submitted by noon on the Friday before the Board Meeting.

NBT, or any commercial bank designated by the Board in resolution, will be the official bank of the Town of
Arietta

The Hamilton County Express and the Leader Herald of Gloversville will be designated as the official
newspapers of the Town of Arietta.

The Town Board will review the financial books of the Supervisor, Justices, Town Clerk, and Tax Collector at

the January 20, 2026, meeting.

The Supervisor is authorized to invest idle town funds in NBT Bank Certificates of Deposit or Money Market

Accounts.



Town of Arietta Procurement Policy

TOWN OF ARIETTA
At a regular meeting of the Arietta Town Board at the Piseco Common School on 1722 State
Route § in the Town of Arietta, Hamilton County, New York, on:
January 5, 2026, at 5:00 pm

Resolution # 25-01-02

Subject: Procurement Policy

Resolution Offered By:

WHEREAS: Section 104-b of the General Municipal Law (GML) requires every town to adopt
internal policies and procedures governing all procurement of goods and services not subject to
the bidding requirements of GML~103 or any other law; and

WHEREAS: comments have been solicited from those officers of the Town involved with
procurement, and

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town of Arietta does hereby adopt the
following procurement policies and procedures:

Guideline 1: Every prospective purchase of goods or services shall be evaluated to determine
the applicability of GML~103. Every Town Officer, Board, Department Head, or other
personnel with the requisite purchasing authority (hereinafter Purchaser) shall estimate the
cumulative amount of the items of supply or equipment needed in a given fiscal year. That
estimate shall include canvassing other town departments and historical records to determine
the likely annual value of the commodity to be acquired. The information gathered and
conclusions reached shall be documented and kept with the file or other documentation
supporting the purchase activity.

Guideline 2 All purchases of a) supplies or equipment that will exceed $20,000 in the
fiscal year or b) public works contracts over $35,000 shall be formally bid pursuant to GML ~
103.



Town of Arietta Procurement Policy
Guideline 4: A reasonable faith effort shall be made to obtain the required number of proposals

or quotations. If the Purchaser is unable to obtain the required number of proposals or
quotations, the Purchaser shall document the attempts made to obtain them. In no event shall
the inability to obtain the proposals or quotes be a bar to the procurement.

Guideline 5: Except when directed by the Town Board, no solicitation of written proposals or
quotations shall be required under the following circumstances:

a). Acquisition of professional services
b). Emergencies
c). Sole source situations
d). Goods purchased from agencies for the blind or severely handicapped
e). Goods purchased from correctional facilities
f). Goods purchased from another governmental agency
g). Goods purchased at auction
h). Goods purchased for less than $3,500
i). Public works contracts for less than $3,000

Guideline 6 : This policy shall be reviewed annually by the Town Board at its
organizational meeting or as soon thereafter as is reasonably practicable.
Seconded by and put to a vote, which resulted as
follows:
AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: ABSENT:
Jacquelyn Grier Jacquelyn Grier Jacquelyn Grier _ Jacquelyn Grier
Jennifer Smith Jennifer Smith Jennifer Smith Jennifer Smith
Douglas Stobo Douglas Stobo Douglas Stobo Douglas Stobo
Christy Wilt Christy Wilt Christy Wilt . Christy Wilt
Christian Rhodes Christian Rhodes Christian Rhodes ___ Christian Rhodes
Town Clerk Date



TOWN OF ARIETTA

At a regular meeting of the Arietta Town Board at the Piseco Common School on 1722 State
Route 8, in the Town of Arietta, Hamilton County, New York on:

January 5, 2026, at 5:00 pm
Resolution # 26-01-03
Subject: Investment Policy Update

Resolution Offered By:

WHEREAS: General Municipal Law (GML) requires every town to adopt internal policies and procedures
governing investment procedures

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Town of Arietta does hereby adopt the following investment
policy:
TOWN OF ARIETTA
INVESTMENT POLICY

L SCOPE - This investment policy applies to all moneys and other financial resources available for
investment on its own behalf or on behalf of any other entity or individual.

I1. OBJECTIVE — The primary objectives of the local government’s investment activities are, in priority
order,
a. to conform with all applicable federal, state, and other legal requirements (legal).
b. to adequately safeguard principal (safety).
c. to provide sufficient liquidity to meet all operating requirements (liquidity); and
d. To obtain a reasonable rate of return (yield).

III. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY - The governing board’s responsibility for administration of the
investment prograrm is delegated to the Town Supervisor, who shall establish written procedures for the
operation of the investment program consistent with these investment guidelines. Such procedures shall

include an adequate internal control structure to provide a satisfactory level of accountability, based on a

database or records that incorporate descriptions and amounts of investments, transaction dates, and
other relevant information, and to regulate the activities of subordinate employees.

IV. PRUDENCE — All participants in the investment process shall act with judgment and care, under
circumstances then prevailing, which persons of prudence, discretion, and intelligence exercise in the
management of their own affairs, not for speculation, but for investment, considering the safety of the
principal as well as the probable income to be derived. All participants involved in the investment
process shall refrain from any personal business activities that could conflict with the proper execution
of the investment program or impair their ability to make impartial investment decisions.
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trust company or agent of and custodian for the local government will be kept separate and apart from
the general assets of the custodial bank or trust company and will not, in any circumstances, be
commingled with or become part of the backing for any other deposit or other liabilities. The agreement
should also require the custodian to confirm receipt, substitution, or release of the securities. The
agreement shall provide for the frequency of revaluation of eligible securities and for the substitution of
securities when a change in the rating of a security may render a security ineligible. Such an agreement
shall include all provisions necessary to provide the local government with a protected interest in the
securities.

PERMITTED INVESTMENTS — As authorized by General Municipal law ~11, the Town of Arietta
authorizes the Town Supervisor to invest moneys not required for immediate expenditure for terms not
to exceed its projected cash flow needs in the following investments:

Special time deposit accounts

Certificates of deposit

Obligations of the United States of America

Obligations guaranteed by agencies of the United States of America where the payment of
principal and interest are guaranteed by the United States of America;

Obligations of New York State

Obligations of issued pursuant to LFL~24.00 or 25.00 with approval of the State Comptroller by
any municipality, school district or district corporation other than the Town of Arietta;

Obligations of public authorities, public housing authorities, urban renewal agencies and
industrial development agencies where the general State statutes governing such entities or whose
specific enabling legislation authorizes such investments;

Certificates of Participation (COP) issued pursuant to GML ~6-¢,6-d,6-¢,6-g,6-h,6-,6-k,6-1,6-m,
or 6-n;

All investment obligations shall be payable or redeemable at the option of the Town of Arietta
within such times as the proceeds will be needed to meet expenditures for purposes for which the
moneys were provided and, in the case of obligations purchased with the proceeds of bonds or notes,
shall be payable or redeemable at the option of the Town of Arietta within two years of the date of
purchase.

AUTHORIZED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND DEALERS — The Town of Arietta shall
maintain a list of financial institutions and dealers approved for investment purposes and establish
appropriate limits to the amount of investrments that can be made with each financial institution or
dealer. All financial institutions with which the local government conducts business must be
creditworthy. Banks shall provide their most recent Consolidated Report of Condition at the request of
the Town of Arietta. Security dealers not affiliated with a bank shall be required to be classified as
reporting dealers affiliated with the New York Federal Reserve Bank as primary dealers. The
Supervisor is responsible for evaluating the financial position and maintaining a listing of proposed
depositaries, trading partners, and custodians. Such listings shall be evaluated at least annually.

PURCHASE OF INVESTMENTS - The Supervisor is authorized to contract for the purchase of

investments:
1. Directly, including through a repurchase agreement, from an authorized trading partner.
2. By participation in a cooperative investment program with another authorized

governmental entity pursuant to Article 5G of the General Municipal Law, where such program meets
all the requirements outlined in the Office of the State Comptroller Opinion #88-46, and the specific
program has been authorized by the governing board.

(%)



State of New York)
) SS:
County of Hamilton)

I, , Clerk of the Town of Arietta, New York, do hereby
certify that I have compared the foregoing copy of this Resolution with the original on file in
my office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said original Resolution and of
the whole thereof, as duly adopted by said Town Board, Town of Arietta at a meeting on
January 5, 2026 by the required and necessary vote of the members to approve the Resolution.

Witness My Hand of the Official Seal of Town of Arietta, NY this ,2026

Town Clerk

SEAL



TOWN OF ARIETTA

At a regular Meeting of the Arietta Town Board at the Piseco Common School, 1722 State
Route 8 Piseco in the Town of Arietta, Hamilton County, New York on:

January 5, 2026, at 5:00 pm
Resolution # 26-01-04
Subject: Agreement with James A. Brennan Memorial Humane Society

Resolution Offered By:

WHEREAS: the Town of Arietta Animal Control Officer, on various occasions, needs to take
stray, unclaimed dogs to a Humane Society, and

WHEREAS: to use this service when needed, it is necessary to enter into an agreement with an
agency, and

WHEREAS: an annual Agreement with the James A. Brennan Memorial Humane Society has
been reviewed by the Town of Arietta Town Board in the amount of $825.00 to be paid out of
#A3520.400 Animal Control Contractual Expense Account, and

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED: the Arietta Town Board will give the Supervisor

permission to sign the annual agreement for 2026 with the James A. Brennan Memorial
Humane Society.

Seconded by: and put to a vote, which resulted as
follows:

AYES: NOES: ABSTAIN: ABSENT:

Jacquelyn Grier Jacquelyn Grier Jacquelyn Grier ___ Jacquelyn Grier

Jennifer Smith Jennifer Smith Jennifer Smith . Jennifer Smith

Douglas Stobo Douglas Stobo Douglas Stobo  ___ Douglas Stobo

Christy Wilt
Christian Rhodes

Christy Wikt
Christian Rhodes

Christy Wilt _ Christy Wilt
Christian Rhodes ___ Christian Rhodes

1111
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1111

Town Clerk Date



JAMES A. BRENNAN MEMORIAL HUMANE SOCIETY

CONTRACT AGREEMENT

2026



Agreement, made this first day of January 2026 by and between the Town Of Arietta, a
municipal corporation in and of the State of New York, hereinafter referred to as
“municipality”, party of the First Part, and the James A. Brennan Memorial Humane
Society, Inc., a non-profit corporation, organized and existing under the Laws of New York,
and having its principal office place of business at 437 Nine Mile Tree Road, Town of
Mayfield, Fulton County, State of New York, hereinafter referred to as “Humane Society”,

party of the Second Pait.

ARTICLE 1

Humane Society, in consideration of payment to it in the sum of Eight Hundred and
Twenty Five Dollars ($825.00) payable as hereinafter set forth, hereby covenants and
agrees to provide the following Basic Services forth term of this Contract, which shall
commence on the first day of January 2026 and continue until the 31st day of December
2026.

1. The Humane Society will also care for in its shelter, as space permits, any dog
or cat suspected of rabies when ordered to do so by the Health Officer of the municipality,
or agent, for such period directed by said Health Officer or Agent, but in no event shall
the Humane Society keep such animal(s) any mare than ten (10) calendar days. A fee
of $40.00 per day will be charged to the municipality beginning with the first day of

confinement.

2. The Humane Society will provide and maintain a shelter for lost, stray or
homeless dogs and cats as mandated per NYS law, which shall be in the care of
competent employees. The Humane Society will be open to the public as follows: Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 11:00-3:00PM, Tuesday 2:00-6:00PM and
Sunday 11:00-2:00PM. We will be closed all major holidays. DCOs, ACOs and Police

will have extended availability.



3. The services as outlined in this article are not applicable to feral cats. A
separate agreement would have to be developed to deal with this situation should the

need arise. (This section is applicable to Article l1l.)

4, The municipality covenants and agrees to furnish Police Officers(s)/Law
Enforcement Officer(s} to protect the agents of the Humane Society in the execution of

their duties under the terms of this Agreement when so requested by the Humane Society.

5. Any sick or injured animal must receive veterinary care prior to coming to the
Humane Society. Veterinary expenses for any animal held during any legal holding
period by the Humane Society shall be the responsibility of the municipality in which
the animal was found. In the event an animal needs veterinary care during any legal
holding period, the Humane Society shall first contact the Animal Control Officer or Police
Officer on duty. The Municipality shall have three (3} hours to pick the animal up for
freatment or authorize the Humane Society to have the animal treated by a veterinarian of
the Humane Society’s choice. The municipality agrees to hotify the Humane Society if the
municipality decides to euthanize an animal during the legal holding period and give the
Humane Society the option to treat the animal at its expense.

6. The municipality shall pay the aforesaid consideration for basic services to the
party of the Second Part in equal instailments as follows:
Eight Hundred Twenty Five Dollars {$825.00) with the signed agreement.

After the first three animals_received form the municipality, the municipality shall

pay the Humane Society, within thirty days of receipt of invoice , Three Hundred

Fifty Dollars per animal thereafter. Accepting animals above and beyond the

number contracted for will be at the discretion of the Humane Society and will

be dependent on availability of space

7. Nothing herein contained shall prohibit the Humane Society from obtaining

donations, contributions or any other compensation from residents of the municipality or



other persons, for adoptions of animals or on receiving unwanted dogs and cats, or

otherwise. (This section is applicable to Articles Il & 1il.)

8. The Humane Society shall have complete discretion as to what animals they will
take possession of after the legal holding period. The Humane Society shall have
complete discretion as to the intake of animals being seized due to special circumstance
and to the length of fime that it shall hold any animal placed in its custody under Article |,
and the manner of disposal or adoption, subject to such Federal or State Laws, Rules or
Regulations as applicable. All dogs being redeemed will be held until proof of a valid
license is submitted. Further, all animals leaving the Humane Society shall first be
required to have proof of up-to-date rabies vaccination prior to the animal being either
adopted or redeemed, unless medically contraindicated. (This section is applicable to
Articles Il & lil.)

9. Per NYS Law the Humane Society does not have the authority to seize or
impound animals. The Humane Society, by contractual agreement, will shelter animals
ordered held by the courts, municipalities or public health department after complete and
accurate disclosure, at a fee of $40.00 per day. This fee will commence with the first day
of confinement, The municipality is responsible to the shelter for such payment. In
addition, any veterinary expenses, including vaccinations will also be the responsibility of
the municipality. Payments are due on a monthly basis. The Humane Society reserves
the right to refuse any and all animals ordered held due to space limitations. The
municipality is to call the Humane Society to verify space prior to bringing in animals.

(This section is applicable to Article I1.)

10. The Humane Society shall have no obligation to ascertain the source of funds
which is expended by the municipality for basic services contained in Article | of this
contract.



ARTICLE [i
(Dealing with “Stray” or Unlicensed Dogs)

11. For the term of this contract, as set forth above, the Humane Society, pursuant
to Article 7, Section 114 of the Agricuiture and Markets Law, will provide and maintain a
shelter for the municipality for dogs seized by the Dog/Animal Control Officer, peace
officer or other police officer of the municipality because (a) “it is not identified and is not
on the owner’s premises,” or (b) “it is not licensed, whether on or off the owner’s
premises,” and the Humane Society will properly care for such dogs in such shelter and
will humanely euthanize or make available for adoption such seized dogs not redeemed
pursuant to Article 7, Section 117 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, for the consideration
hereinafter set forth. It is, however, specifically agreed that the municipality shali not be
liable for any payment for care of dogs after the expiration of the redemption period,
except when such animal is held by the Humane Society pursuant to court order or

other special request of the municipality or health department.

12. The Humane Society will follow the provisions of Article 7 of the Agriculture and
Markets Law, in relation o the holding, care, redemption and disposition of seized dogs
under Article il of this contract, but shall be under no obligation fo ascertain the source of
funds which is expended by the municipality for services set forth in Article il, referred to
in Section 117 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. (This section is applicable o Article
HL.)

13. The Humane Society shall have the right to charge the owner of any such dog
seized under Aticle Il of this contract a boarding fee. Such boarding fee may commence
forty-eight (48) hours after the owner becomes aware, or should have been aware, of the

presence of the dog at the shelter. in no event shall the Humane Society be eligible to

5]




receive payment under both Article 1, Section 10 and this section for the same time period.
In any such case Atticle |, Section 10 shall prevail, if applicabte. (This section is
applicable to Article l1I.)

14, The Humane Society will file and maintain a complete record of all such dogs
seized and delivered to the shelter under this Article, and the subsequent disposition, for
inspection by appropriate representatives of Agriculture and Markets or the municipality.
(This section is applicable to Aricle 1if.)

ARTICLE lll

(Dealing with new laws or expansion of animal control capabilities)

15. The shelter will continue to provide proper shelter and care for dogs delivered
to it for being in violation of existing leash/ licensing laws by DCOs/ACOs or Police
Officers as specified in Article |, If there is a change in the status of DCOs (becoming
ACOs), a local ordinance enacted or the handling of cats by Police Officers resulting in
the admission of stray cats {exciuding feral cat populations) to the shelter there will be

an automatic 25% increase in the existing contract fee.

16. The municipality shall supply the Humane Society with a cetlified copy of such
Local Law or ordinance and any amendments in effect on and/or after the execution of
this Agreement, any subsequent Local Law or Ordinance or amendment thereto within
thirty (30) days after adoption, and file with the Humane Society redemption periods in
effect at all times, and copies of Court dispositions or other dispositions involving the dogs
or cats alleged violating the “leash law™. It is, however, specifically agreed that the
municipality shall not be liable for any payment for care of dogs after expiration of the
redemption period in such Local Law.

6]




MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

17. in the event any payment due hereunder is not paid when due, and remains
unpaid for a period of thirty {30) days, the Humane Society shall, unless otherwise
agreed, have the right to immediately cease all services covered by this Agreement

until the full consideration due under Article | is paid in advance.

18. With regard to dogs and cats delivered by a municipality to the Humane Society
sheiter under Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law, or Local Law or Ordinance, the
municipality shall save and hoid harmless the Humane Society from any and all claims of
fiability regarding the animal from the date of iis delivery to the expiration of the applicable
redemption period, any such claim dose not arise form any act or acts of negligence or

other fault on the part of the Humane Society.

19. The Humane Society shall not be required to shelter any cat, dog or other
animal seized due to alleged negiect and/or abuse. The Humane Society, only after
complete and accurate disclosure, will have the sole discretion in determining whether
to accept such alleged neglected and/or abused animals. In any and all such cases
where the Humane Society agrees to shelter, feed and water the seized animal(s), the
involved municipality shall be directly responsible to the veterinarian for any and all
veterinarian care of such animal(s) as the Humane Society deems appropriate and shall
reimburse the Humane Society, on a monthly hasis, forty dollars ($40.00) per day per
animal for maintaining the animal{s) commencing with the first day of confinement.
With respect to applicable court orders, or otherwise, pertaining to the seizure of alleged
neglected and/or abused animals, the Humane Society shall have access to any and all
such Court Orders, or otherwise, prior to any subsequernit agreement by the Humane
Society to shelter and maintain the animal(s). Such animals can be refused based on

space.

71




20. Exclusive of Section 19 above, the Humane Society has the right to refuse any
Court Order or special request regarding the seizure and holding of any animal shall be
in writing and a copy delivered to the Humane Society for its records with twenty-four
(24) hours of such order or request. Without a court order, the Humane Society does
not have the legal right to hold an animal. Should an owner wish to redeem said
animal we must comply with that request. No animal ordered held will be euthanized
without a copy on the court order for euthanasia.
Municipalities are responsible for the euthanasia and remains disposal fees. The
DCO/ACO may make arrangements for a veterinarian to euthanize the animal on site or

deliver the animal to an animal hospital.
21. For the services rendered under Articles Il and HI of this Agreement, the

Municipality agrees to pay and compensate the Humane Society as shown on Schedule

“A” hereto attached and considered to be part of this Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF: the Party of the First Part has caused these presents to be
signed by the Chief Executive Officer thereof, and the seal of said municipality to be
affixed hereto, and the Party of the Second Part has caused these presents to be signed

by its President and its corporate seal to be affixed hereto the day and year first written

above.
By:

SEAL {(Name)
The thereof.
THE JAMES A. BRENNAN MEMORIAL
HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.

SEAL

By:

President

9|




SCHEDULE A

ADDENDUM TO AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE JAMES A. BRENNAN MEMORIAL HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.
AND
Town Of Arietta
(Municipality)

WHEREAS, the Municipality has designated the Humane Society as its shelter under
Section 115 of the Agriculture and Markets Law under Article 7 thereof agreed by and
between the parties to the above-mentioned agreement, that in addition to the basic fee or
charge made in paragraph “First” of the Contract, Municipality will pay a shelter fee for
dogs and for their board (shelter, food and water) as follows:

Municipality designates the Humane Society as its agent o receive the shelter fees as
provided in Section 119, Subdivision 4 of the Agriculture and Markets Law (as amended)
and/or such other shelter fees as the Municipality may set by local law or ordinance. The
Humane Society shall be entitied to retain said shelter fees as and for additional
compensation for shelter services. The Humane Society shall give receipis for such
shelter fees to the redeeming owner. Records of said shelter fees shall be kept and
maintained for inspection by Agriculture and Markets representatives and Audit and Control

Representatives.

initialed by the Parties:
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